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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the subject matter of claims 9, 1 1, 15 
and 17 must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. 
The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a 
drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. The 
replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted 
by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-4 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schmidt. 

In regard to claim 1, Schmidt discloses a pump discharge conduit system for extending 
through a wal lof a structure to allow a pump to discharge outside of the structure, the pump 
discharge conduit system comprising: 

An output conduit B being adapted for extending through the wal lof the structure, said 
output conduit comprising an inlet end and an outlet end, said inlet end of said output conduit 
being adapted for being positioned in an interior of the structure such that said inlet end is in 
fluid communication with the pump, said outlet end of said output conduit is positioned outside 
of the structure such that said output conduit is for directing discharge from the pump to the 
outside of the structure through said outlet aperture. 

In regard to claim 2,further comprising: 

A retaining member E being selectively coupled to said output conduit such that said 
retaining member extends outwardly from said output conduit, said retaining member being 
adapted for abutting an interior face of the wal lof the structure that said output conduit extends 
through to inhibit sliding of said output conduit with respect to the wal 1. 

In regard to claim 3, a backing member D being selectively coupled to said output 
Conduit such that said backing member extends outwardly from said output conduit, said 
backing member being positioned in spaced relationship to said retaining member such that said 
backing member is adapted for a butting an exterior face of the wal 1 of the structure, said 
backing member and said retaining member being adapted for pressing against the wal 1 to 
inhibit sliding of said output conduit with respect to the wall. 
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In regard to claim 4, said backing member D being positioned at an oblique angle to said 
output conduit, said backing member being adapted for abutting against an oblique exterior face 
of the wal 1 to allow said backing member to apply force against the wall evenly to prevent 
saidbackingmemberfromdamagingthewal Iwhensaidbacking member abuts the wall 

In regard to claim 10, said output conduit B comprising an exterior inlet thread, said 
exterior inlet thread being positioned adjacent said inlet end of said output conduit such that said 
exterior inlet thread is positioned in an exterior surface of said output conduit, said exterior inlet 
thread being adapted for being threadably engaged by a female discharge coupling C to allow 
discharge piping from the pump to be coupled to 

Said output conduit to direct the discharge from the pump into the output conduit. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-6, 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Collie. 

In regard to claim 1, Schmidt discloses a pump discharge conduit system for extending 
through A wal 1 of a structure to allow a pump to discharge outside of the structure, the pump 
discharge conduit system comprising: 

An output conduit A being adapted for extending through the wal 1 of the structure, said 
output conduit comprising an inlet end and an outlet end, said inlet end of said output conduit 
being adapted for being positioned in an interior of the structure D such that said inlet end is in 
fluid communication with the pump, said outlet end of said output conduit is positioned outside 
of the structure such that said output conduit is for directing discharge from the pump to the 
outside of the structure through said outlet aperture. 

In regard to claim 2,fiirther comprising: 
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A retaining member al being selectively coupled to said output conduit such that said 
retaining member extends outwardly from said output conduit, said retaining member being 
adapted for abutting an interior face of the wall of the structure that said output conduit extends 
through to inhibit sliding of said output conduit with respect to the wal 1 . 

In regard to claim 3, a backing member B being selectively coupled to said output 
Conduit such that said backing member extends outwardly from said 

Output conduit, said backing member being positioned in spaced relationship to said retaining 
member such that said backing member is adapted for a butting an exterior face of the wal 1 of 
the structure, said backing member and said retaining member being adapted for pressing against 
the wal 1 to inhibit sliding of said output conduit with respect to the wall. 

In regard to claim 5, a seal member C being selectively positioned around said output 
conduit, said seal member abutting against said backing member such that said seal member is 
adapted for being positioned between said backing member and the wal lof the structure, said 
seal member being adapted for sealing an area of the wall adjacent said output conduit such that 
said seal member is adapted for inhibiting environmental elements and insects from entering the 
structure between the wall and said output conduit. 

In regard to claim 6, said seal member C comprising a flexible material, said flexible 
material being adapted for conforming to a shape of the wall and filling any gaps between 
the wall and said output conduit to inhibit the environmental elements and insects from 
entering the structure between the wall and the output conduit. 

In regard to claim 9, said output conduit comprising an interior outlet thread, said interior 
outlet thread being positioned adjacent said outlet end of said output conduit such that said 
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interior outlet thread is positioned in an interior surface of said output conduit, said interior 
outlet thread being adapted for being threadably engaged by a male drainage coupling to allow 
drainage piping to becoupled to said output conduit to direct the discharge from the pump away 
from the output conduit. 

In regard to claim 1 1, said output conduit comprising an interior inlet thread, said 
Interior inlet thread being positioned adjacent said inlet end of said output conduit such that said 
interior inlet thread is positioned in an interior surface of said output conduit, said interior inlet 
thread being adapted for being threadably engaged by a male discharge coupling to allow 
discharge piping from the pump to be coupled to said output conduit to direct the discharge from 
the pump into the output conduit. 

5. Claims 1-3, 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Walsh 
et al. 

In regard to claim 1, Schmidt discloses a pump discharge conduit system for extending 
through A wal lof a structure to allow a pump to discharge outside of the structure, the pump 
discharge conduit system comprising: 

An output conduit 14 being adapted for extending through the wal lof the structure, said 
output conduit comprising an inlet end and an outlet end, said inlet end of said output conduit 
being adapted for being positioned in an interior of the structure such that said inlet end is in 
fluid communication with the pump, said outlet end of said output conduit is positioned outside 
of the structure 15 such that said output conduit is for directing discharge from the pump to the 
outside of the structure through said outlet aperture. 

In regard to claim 2, further comprising: 
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A retaining member 34 being selectively coupled to said output conduit such that said 
retaining member extends outwardly from said output conduit, said retaining member being 
adapted for abutting an interior face of the wall of the structure that said output conduit extends 
through to inhibit sliding of said output conduit with respect to the wal 1 . 

In regard to claim 3, a backing member 102 being selectively coupled to said output 
conduit such that said backing member extends outwardly from said output conduit, said backing 
member being positioned in spaced relationship to said retaining member such that said backing 
member is adapted for a butting an exterior face of the wal 1 of the structure, said backing 
member and said retaining member being adapted for pressing against the wal 1 to inhibit 
sliding of said output conduit with respect to the wall . 

In regard to claim 8, said output conduit comprising an exterior outlet thread 22, said 
exterior outlet thread being positioned adjacent said outlet end of said output conduit such that 
said exterior outlet thread is positioned in an exterior surface of said output conduit, said exterior 
outlet thread being adapted for being threadably engaged by a female drainage coupling 48 to 
al low drainage piping to be coupled to said output conduit to direct the discharge from the 
pump away from the output conduit. 

In regard to claim 10, said output conduit comprising an exterior inlet thread 30 , said 
exterior inlet thread being positioned adjacent said inlet end of said output conduit such that said 
exterior inlet thread is positioned in an exterior surface of said output conduit, said exterior inlet 
thread being adapted for being threadably engaged by a female discharge coupling 88 to allow 
discharge piping from the pump to be coupled to 

Said output conduit to direct the discharge from the pump into the output conduit. 
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6. Claims 1-3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Glauber. 

In regard to claim 1, Schmidt discloses a pump discharge conduit system for extending 
through a wal 1 13 of a structure to allow a pump to discharge outside of the structure, the pump 
discharge conduit system comprising: 

An output conduit 10 being adapted for extending through the wal 1 of the structure, said 
output conduit comprising an inlet end and an out let end, said inlet end of said output conduit 
being adapted for being positioned in an interior of the structure such that said inlet end is in 
fluid communication with the pump, said outlet end of said output conduit is positioned outside 
of the structure such that said output conduit is for directing discharge from the pump to the 
outside of the structure through said outlet aperture. 

In regard to claim 2,further comprising: 

A retaining member 1 1 being selectively coupled to said output conduit such that said 
retaining member extends outwardly from said output conduit, said retaining member being 
adapted for abutting an interior face of the wall of the structure that said output conduit extends 
through to inhibit sliding of said output conduit with respect to the wal 1. 

In regard to claim 3, a backing member 12 being selectively coupled to said output 
conduit such that said backing member extends outwardly from said output conduit, said backing 
member being positioned in spaced relationship to said retaining member such that said backing 
member is adapted for a butting an exterior face of the wal 1 of the structure, said backing 
member and said retaining member being adapted for pressing against the wal 1 to inhibit 
sliding of said output conduit with respect to the wall. 

In regard to claim 7, said output conduit comprising a positioning thread 4, said 
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positioning thread being positioned between said inlet end and said output end, said backing 
member threadably engaging said positioning thread such that rotation of said backing member 
with respect to said output conduit changes the positioning of said backing member along said 
output conduit, said retaining member 

threadably engaging said positioning thread such that rotation of said retaining member with 
respect to said output conduit changes the positioning of said retaining member along said 
output conduit to permit said backing member and said retaining member to be adjusted to 
accommodate the wall positioned between said backing member and said retaining member. 
7. Claims 1-2 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fritz et 
al. '532. 

In regard to claim 1, Fritz et al. discloses a pump discharge conduit system for extending 
through a wal lof a structure to allow a pump to discharge outside of the structure, the pump 
discharge conduit system comprising: 

An output conduit 14 being adapted for extending through the wal 120 of the structure, 
said output conduit comprising an inlet end and an outlet end, said inlet end of said output 
conduit being adapted for being positioned in an interior of the structure such that said inlet end 
is in fluid communication with the pump, said outlet end of said output conduit is positioned 
outside of the structure. 

In regard to claim 2,further comprising: 

A retaining member 24 being selectively coupled to said output conduit such that said 
retaining member extends outwardly from said output conduit, said retaining member being 
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adapted for abutting an interior face of the wall of the structure that said output conduit extends 
through to inhibit sliding of said output conduit with respect to the wal 1 20. 

In regard to claim 18, a backing member 16 being integrally coupled to the output 
conduit 14 (The term "integral" does not require a unitary one-piece structure. In re Kohno . 391 
F.2d 959, 157 USPQ 275 (CCPA 1968); In re Larson . 340 F.2d 965, 144 USPQ 347 (CCPA 
1965) such that the backing member 16 extends outwardly from the output conduit, the retaining 
member being positioned in spaced relationship to the backing member such that the backing 
member is adapted for abutting an exterior face of the wall of the structure, the backing member 
and the retaining member being adapted for pressing against the wall to inhibit sliding of the 
output conduit with respect to the wall. 

In regard to claim 19, the backing member 16 being positioned at an oblique angle to the 
output conduit 14, the backing member being positioned at an oblique angle to the output conduit 
14, the backing member being adapted for abutting against an oblique exterior face of the wall 
20 to allow the backing member to apply force against the wall evenly to prevent the backing 
member form damaging the wall when the backing member abuts the wall. 

In regard to claim 20, said positioning thread 34 being positioned between said inlet end 
and said output end, said retaining member 24 threadably engaging said positioning thread such 
that rotation of said retaining member with respect to said output conduit changes the positioning 
of said retaining member along said output conduit to permit said backing member and said 
retaining member to be adjusted to accommodate the wall positioned between said backing 
member and said retaining member. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 5-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schmidt in 
view of Hawkins. Schmidt discloses a conduit system as described above, and discloses 
clamping the retaining member and backing member tightly against the wall in order to make a 
fluid tight connection, but Schmidt does not disclose the use of a flexible seal. Hawkins teaches 
using a seal to create an improved fluid tight connection for the pipe coupling passing through 
the wall 40. Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to add a flexible seal to the coupling of Schmidt, as taught by 
Hawkins, in order to improve on the sealing properties of the coupling passing through the wall. 

10. Claims 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glauber 
in view of Hawkins. 

In regard to claim 12, Glauber discloses a pump discharge conduit system for extending 
through a wal lof a structure to allow a pump to discharge outside of the structure, the pump 
discharge conduit system comprising: 

An output conduit being adapted for extending through the wal lof the structure, said 
output conduit comprising an inlet end and an out let end, said inlet end of said output conduit 
being adapted for being positioned in an interior of the structure such that said inlet end is in 
fluid communication with the pump, said outlet end of said output conduit is positioned outside 
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of the structure such that said output conduit is for directing discharge from the pump to the 
outside of the structure through said outlet aperture. 

A retaining member being selectively coupled to said output conduit such that said 
retaining member extends outwardly from said output conduit, said retaining member being 
adapted for abutting an interior face of the wall of the structure that said output conduit extends 
through to inhibit sliding of said output conduit with respect to the wal 1; 

a backing member being selectively coupled to said output conduit such that said backing 
member extends outwardly from said output conduit, said backing member being positioned in 
spaced relationship to said retaining member such that said backing member is adapted for a 
butting an exterior face of the wal 1 of the structure, said backing member and said retaining 
member being adapted for pressing against the wal 1 to inhibit sliding of said output conduit 
with respect to the wall; 

the output conduit comprising a positioning thread, the positioning thread being 
positioned between the inlet end and the output end, the backing member threadedly engaging 
the positioning thread, the retaining member threadedly engaging the positioning thread such that 
rotation of the retaining member with respect to the output conduit changes the positioning of the 
retaining member along the conduit. 

11. In regard to claim 14, said output conduit comprising an exterior outlet thread, said 
exterior outlet thread being positioned adjacent said outlet end of said output conduit such that 
said exterior outlet thread is positioned in an exterior surface of said output conduit, said exterior 
outlet thread being adapted for being threadably engaged by a female drainage coupling to 
al low drainage piping to be coupled to said output conduit to direct the discharge from the 
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pump away from the output conduit, but Glauber does not disclose the use of a flexible seal. 
Hawkins teaches using a seal to create an improved fluid tight connection for the pipe coupling 
passing through the wall 40. Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add a flexible seal to the coupling of 
Glauber, as taught by Hawkins, in order to improve on the sealing properties of the coupling 
passing through the wall. 

12. Claims 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glauber 
in view of Hawkins as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of Collie. Glauber 
discloses a conduit system as described above but does not disclose using interior inlet threads 
on the either side of the output conduit. Collie demonstrates that is common and well known in 
the art to supply output conduits A with interior threads on both the inlet and outlet sides. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add internal threads to either side of an output conduit, because the 
practice of doing so is common and well known in the art, as demonstrated by Glauber. 

13. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Glauber in view 
of Hawkins as applied to claim 12 above, and further in view of Walsh. Glauber discloses a 
conduit system as described above but does not disclose using exterior inlet threads on the output 
side of the output conduit. Walsh et al. demonstrates that is common and well known in the art 
to supply output conduits 14 with exterior threads on both the inlet and outlet sides. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to add external threads to either side of an output conduit, because the practice of doing so 
is common and well known in the art, as demonstrated by Walsh. 
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Conclusion 



14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Haymon, Fritz et al. '664, Messinger et al., Greene, Noland, Curtiss, Pevney, Mueller 
et al., Millea, Gruschow, Mueller, and Stewart all disclose similar couplings common in the art. 

15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Bochna whose telephone number is (703) 306-9040. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 Monday-Thursday and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (703) 308-2686. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 




David Bochna 
Primary Examiner 
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July 22, 2004 



